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TAGS: OCON, CGEN 

SUBJECT: ATTENDANCE AT CONSULAR CONFERENCES IN VIENNA 

REF: STATE 057650 

1 . SEVERAL RESPONSES TO REFTEL HAVE CONTAINED PROPOSALS 
TO SEND MORE THAN ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A GIVEN POST TO 
A VIENNA CONFERENCE ON CONSULAR MATTERS. THIS MAY STEM 
FROM MISINTERPRETATION IN PARA 5 OF DEPARTMENT'S MARCH 15 
ANNOUNCEMENT ON THESE CONFERENCES, WHICH MIGHT HAVE GIVEN 
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IMPRESSION THAT ADDITIONAL OFFICERS COULD ATTEND FROM OTHER 
THAN SMALLER CONSTITUENT POSTS. 

2. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO KEEP COSTS DOWN, AS WELL AS TO 
KEEP NUMBERS OF PARTICIPANTS AT MANAGEABLE LEVEL, IT HAS 
BEEN BUREAU'S INTENT THAT ONLY ONE OFFICER FROM EACH POST 
WOULD ATTEND, PREFERABLY AN OFFICER MOST CONCERNED WITH 
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CONSULAR DUTIES AND NOT NECESSARILY THE RANKING OFFICER OR 
PRINCIPAL OFFICER. 
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